The city of Namur
unveils its new pulsed
POMA GONDOILA

Voreppe, Saturday, 8 May 2021. Maxime Prévot,
Mayor of Namur, Belgium, Christian Bouvier, Vice
President of the Supervisory Board of POMA,
Jean-Yes Remy, CEO of Labellemontagne and
Philippe Beaujean, Director of Franki today unveiled
a new gondola in Namur.

The Namur gondola connects the historic city centre to
the listed Citadel of Namur. This new project, undertaken
by POMA and its partners Labellemontagne and Franki,
now offers a new perspective on the Belgian city,
enhancing its appeal to tourists. This is POMA’s first
Belgium-based project and the first European tourism
concession it has put its name to..
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Linking the city to its history

Namur residents will remember
the first cable car installed in 1956
that took them to the top of the
citadel up until 1997. Namur’snew
gondola takes a different route
today, rising over the Sambre
and linking the city centre from
Maurice Servais Square to the
upper station on the Citadel’s
Esplanade, a stone’s throw from
the Digital Pavilion, a legacy from
the Milan World Expo.

The gondola is both a useful
link and an environmental plus,
offering an alternative traffic route
in the Walloon capital.

The perfect marriage of
tradition and modernity

Designed to blend in with the
urban landscape, the gondola’s
contemporary architecture
respects this unique site. The
two stations, built from Namur’s
typical red brick, blend discreetly
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with the surroundings.

The technical parts of the gondola
are well camouflaged and the
ingenious design of the transparent
glass surfaces allows perfect
integration with the surrounding
buildings. Careful attention has
been paid to the installation of the
towers. Of the four on the line, only
one is obviously visible, the others
merging discretely with the Terra
Nova trees.

The designers were also careful
to minimise the noise levels of the
drive station. To reduce energy
usage, the Diamond cabins are
equipped with solar panels that
power interior and exterior LED
lighting.

A state-of-the-art, multi-
functional tourist gondola

The two trains of the three
Diamond cabins will run in line
at 6 metres per second, slowing
down at the stations to allow

pedestrians, pushchair users,
wheelchair users and cyclists to get
in and out safely and comfortably.
In terms of design and on-board
comfort, large windows provide an
enjoyable, unrestricted view of the
city. The journey will be a unique
experience, giving passengers a
new perspective as they are silently

transported upwards over the city.

The Namur gondola will also
enable residents of the citadel’s
neighbourhoods to reach the city
centre in four minutes. There will
be extended timetables to benefit

daily commuters.

The three partner companies in
this project - POMA, Labellemon-
tagne and Franki - have formed a
consortium, the Société Anonyme
du Téléphérique de la Citadelle
de Namur, which will operate the
gondola over the next thirty years.

« Choosing to work with POMA, Labellemontagne and Franki
has allowed us to surround ourselves with experts. It was
with full confidence that we entrusted them with this project.
| strongly believe that the gondola will be of huge benefit to

tourism and mobility. A real feather in the city’s cap! »

Maxime Prévot, Mayor of Namur

With over 8,000 lifts built worldwide over the past 83 years, the POMA Group is a leading player in ropeway transportation
solutions. All over the globe, POMA has already demonstrated its know-how and expertise in ropeway transportation in
both urban and mountain ar-eas in the tourist, entertainment, science and industrial sectors. POMA’s annual turnover
is 345 million €. The company employs 1113 people spread out over their various industrial sites worldwide, including

680 in France.

Web : www.poma.net - Twitter : www.twitter.com/pomaropeways
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