
On Sunday 17 March, the city 
of Santiago de los Caballeros 
inaugurated its first ropeway 
transportation line in the presence 
of the President of the Dominican 
Republic, Luis Abinader. This third 
line built in the space of six years in 
the Dominican Republic by POMA, 
the world leader in urban ropeway 
transportation, meets the need for 
sustainable and efficient mobility 
to develop its urban territory. 

SANTIAGO DE LOS 
CABALLEROS 

inaugurates its first aerial 
tramway built by POMA 

From left to right: Joel SANTOS - Minister of Presidency, 
Guarien FORTUNA President of J.Fortuna Constructora, 
Luis ABINADER - President of  Dominican Republic, 
Fabien FELLI - President of POMA, Jhael ISA - President 
of FITRAM
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Santiago de los Caballeros inaugurates its first aerial 
tramway as part of its urban development

Convinced by POMA’s know-how and expertise, the Dominican Republic has once again called 
upon the Isère-based manufacturer for a third aerial tramway. After working in the capital Santo 
Domingo, POMA will be supporting the urban development of the country’s second-largest city, 
Santiago de los Caballeros. The project, which began in autumn 2021, is the third to be built in the 
Dominican Republic in the space of six years, making ropeway transportation the symbol of inno-
vative, virtuous mobility for the country’s urban population. Accessible to all, this 12-seater gon-
dola lift runs for nearly four kilometres. It is at the heart of a project supported by the Dominican 
government: Santiago’s SIT (Integrated Transport System), a multimodal scheme for soft and sus-
tainable mobility. In addition to this new ropeway transportation line, it will also include a monorail 
and will provide ample room for the use of bicycles and electric buses.

The gondola lift is equipped with the latest-generation DirectDrive® motor to offer reliable, fast 
and eco-friendly transport for 4,000 people per hour at a speed of 7m/s. Its 12-seater cabins fea-
ture the emblematic red colour of the city. They can fly over densely populated areas that are 
home to 130,000 people, and are saturated during rush hour, to connect the four stations in just 10 
minutes. With this line, the authorities hope to give a new economic and social impetus to the area. 

 The Dominican Republic has made the strategic choice to 
move towards ropeway transportation
Since 2018, the Dominican Republic, and more specifically the city of Santo Domingo, has chosen 
to turn to ropeway transportation as an innovative, low-impact solution to the challenges of urban 
mobility. With its congested urban space, the country is seeking to integrate sustainable transport 
alternatives that will reduce daily commuting times. This solution’s ability to integrate into the sur-
rounding environment also means that it can reach remote neighbourhoods with little impact on 
the environment. 

As well as providing fast and efficient connections, aerial tramways reduce road congestion and 
greenhouse gas emissions and provide easier access to areas that would otherwise be difficult to 
reach. Following the opening of the first 5-km, 100% horizontal urban gondola lift in the north-east 
of Santo Domingo and a second 4.2-km line featuring the fastest monocable system in the world 
in the north-west of the capital to reach the city centre even more quickly, now the city of Santiago 
de los Caballeros has chosen ropeway transportation.

As well as carrying out these three projects, POMA is also responsible for the long-term mainte-
nance and availability of these lines. An Operations and Maintenance contract gives the Dominican 
government the guarantee that the service will run smoothly, allowing users to travel on these lines 
with complete peace of mind. A local POMA team, with the help of an operating partner, is mobi-
lised on a daily basis to ensure the reliability of the ropeway systems. 
 

Fabien Felli, President of POMA, says:  “We are delighted with the Dominican government’s 
renewed trust in us with this third project. The success of the first two lines in Santo Domingo 
demonstrates the effectiveness and impact of ropeway transportation in congested urban areas. 
The inauguration of this gondola lift in Santiago de los Caballeros will enable the residents of 
the areas concerned to get around more quickly using a low-carbon, eco-friendly solution.””

Technical Characteristics

• A 4km line

• 4 stations

         Speed of 7 m/s

129 detachable-grip cabins

12 passengers per cabine

Capacity of 4,000 passagers per hour

per direction (pphpd)

LATEST GENERATION :   
The gondola lift is equipped with the 
latest-generation DirectDrive® motor 
to offer reliable, fast and eco-friendly 
transport for 4,000 people per hour at a 
speed of 7m/s. 



About POMA
With 88 years of existence and more than 8,000 transportation systems built in 90 countries, POMA 
is a world leader in ropeway transportation. Its sustainable transportation solutions transport 6.5 
million people per hour. Present on five continents, POMA innovates and brings its know-how and 
expertise in ropeway mobility solutions to both urban and mountain areas, for tourism and indus-
try. POMA’s turnover was €432 million in 2022, including 70% from exports. POMA employs 1,500 
people, of whom 60% are located in the AURA region at its various industrial sites. https://www.
poma.net/en/ 
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Basile Rabouille - 06 08 94 27 33

Urban mobility solutions
 
In New York, Saint-Denis on Réunion Island, Medellín, 
Toulouse, Algiers, Santo Domingo and Cairo... POMA is 
deploying sustainable mobility solutions that are unri-
valled in terms of frequency, availability rate, carbon 
footprint and a comfortable travel experience. 
By using the airspace, urban cable transportation eases 
congestion in city centres and offers a new form of mobi-
lity. Connecting seamlessly to existing urban transport 
networks, cable transportation adds another service 
for users. Furthermore, as POMA’s solutions are unaf-
fected by problems on the ground, passengers enjoy 
guaranteed travel times and a unique experience with 
exceptional panoramic views.


